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Canned sea muscels, a product placed on the market for the first time this
vear by seafood packers of Maine and Massachusetts, have been received so well by
the public that the industry is planning a mmch larcer pack next season, it has
been reported to Coordinator of Fisheries Harold L. Ickes.

Although only 13 canneries ~ 12 in daine =nd one in lMassachusetts — packed
mussels during the 1942-13 season, their output was 0,000 cases, representing
well over a million pounds of food. With additional packkers entering this new in-
dustry next season, end all plants anticipating a lsorger pack, a considerably
greater supply of mussels should be availsble for the U.S. public next winter, Co-
ordinator Ickes said.

Missels are closely related to oysters and clams, and lik%e trem can be used
in chowders, steamed, or fried. The me=at is a golden or cream color and in flavor
somewhat resembles the prized long-neck or soft clam of MNew Ingland.

Although mussels nave always been highly rogarded in Burope, the United
States hes only recently begun to develon its resources of this shellfish, which
grows in some abundance alons the Atlsntic coast frou ¥Yaine to New Jersey.

Farly in 19%2 the Fish and Wildlifo Service began investigating mussels as
a new source of food. Tests were made of experimsntal mussel packs, and possibi-
lities of devclopment were discussed with officials of the Maine Department of
Sca and Shor: Fisheries and the NMassachusetts Division of Narine Fisheries, as
wall as with various canners. Canning was bogun by a fow plants lote in 1912, ad-
ditional plants ontoring the industry during the soing of 19u3.

The season for mussnls oxtends from November through May, with the peak of
the fishery falling in April and kMay whon the wmussel beds are frac of ice. Last
vear the mussel crop was harvested largely by clam digzers, lobster fishermen, and

_otrhers for whom the winter season is normally a slack one.

kost of the plants that packed mussels last season are engaged in canning
herring during the suwmuer and fall. Until the new mussel fishery developed, they
operated at only about 10 gercent of their capacity during the winter :onths., ‘
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